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Burlington County Institute of Technology 
Curriculum Planning Document 

with Guiding Questions 
 

Course Title:  AP Language and Composition 
Unit Title: Introduction to 
Rhetoric and Language 

Unit Number:  1 

Curriculum Writers:  Bridget Burlage, Rachel Fessenbecker 
Desired Outcomes 

Standards: 
RI.11-12.2. Determine two or more central ideas of a text, and analyze their 
development and how they interact to provide a complex analysis; provide an objective 
summary of the text.  
RI.11-12.3. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain how 
specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over the course of the text. 
RI.11-12.4. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a text, 
including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; analyze how an author uses 
and refines the meaning of a key term or terms over the course of a text  
W.11-12.6. Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, share, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
W.11-12.9. Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, 
reflection, and research.  
W.11-12.10. Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, 
and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of 
tasks, purposes. 
Established Goals: 
Basic Grammar Mistakes/Sentence Diagramming 
Closed Reading 
Basics of Argument - Analyzing Style 
Annotations of Text 
Glossary of Rhetorical/Literary Terms 
Expository In-class Essay 
Analysis Essay 
Redo Essays (Improved Essays) 



 

 

Understanding (s) 
Students will understand that: 

● What are the big ideas?  
Understand different types of 
argument; develop a strong claim 
and thesis with relevant supports; 
analyze closed readings, and 
critically think and annotate text; 
understand and utilize the 
appropriate terms; review common 
grammar errors in advanced 
composition; to reflect on their 
own writing ability and 
revise/edit/improve introductory 
essays. 

●  What specific understandings 
about them are desired? To 
develop arguments and engage 
with a variety of material to 
encourage analysis and higher level 
thinking skills. 

● What misunderstandings are 
predictable? Counter-arguments, 
rebuttals, argument vs. debate, 
coherent structure (parallel), 
beyond referencing sources. 

Essential Question(s): 
● What provocative questions will 

foster inquiry, understanding, and 
transfer the learning?  

● What does it mean to engage in a 
closed reading of the text? 

● How does a reader establish 
purpose, audience, and strategy for 
a given piece of writing? 

● How does the structure of an 
informational text impact the 
reader’s understanding and 
enjoyment of the material 
discussed? 

● What skills do readers to need to 
approach informational texts 
effectively? 

● How can a reader makes sense of 
informational text about a subject 
that is unf challenging or offensive 
to him or her? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 
● What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? 

TSWBA to acquire key knowledge and skills such as terms, different analyses of 
argument, concepts of deductive/inductive, basic grammar and sentence 
structure, annotate readings, writing process, essay formation (expository, 
analytical, argument, synthesis). 

● What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and 
skill? TSWBA to write a variety of essay forms, write/take annotations, analyze 
text/writing, write writing SWE and syntax (Standard English). 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Task(s): 

● Through what authentic 
Other Evidence: 

● Through what other evidence will 



 

 

performance task(s) will students 
demonstrate the desired 
understandings? Closed readings 
from Language of Composition 
textbook (primary) with 
supplemental texts (secondary); 
students will rewrite/revise their 
first essays using the information 
learned in Unit 1 to improve essays 

● By what criteria will “performances 
of understanding” be judged? AP 
Scoring Guide(s) for Essay Writing, 
Reader Response Journal,   

students demonstrate achievement 
of the desired results?  

● Formative Assessments: polling, 
group work, voice 
recorders/discussions, online 
forum, essential questions, exit 
tickets, warm-up: 
visual/quote/question, 
think/pair/share  

● Summative Assessments: vocab 
quizzes, glossary quizzes, pop 
quizzes, group quizzes, reworked 
essay, reader response journal, 

Learning Plan 
Learning Activities: 
Warm Ups:  crossword puzzles, reading quizzes, vocabulary/terms quizzes, grammar 
quizzes, journal response to quote, respond to visual text (art museum) 
Daily activities:  close readings, analysis of text, transparency jigsaw, discussions/audio 
responses, think-pair-square-share, evaluation of sources/types 
Transitions:  multimedia analysis/discussion (video clips), sentence diagramming,  
Summarizers: exit tickets, pop quizzes, oral assessment 
Homework:  Vocabulary; Grammar; Rhetorical Elements, Literary Terms, Style terms  
2x500 Word Readings per Week - keep and use throughout semester as sources  

a. Self-Select - must have clear author 
b. 35 Word Summary of the text 
c. Identify Author’s Purpose - Why? 
d. Identify Audience 
e. Identify the Context - Why now? 
f. Evidence/Tools - How did the author get the message across? (Opinions, 

evidence, narration, quotes, other devices?) 
 
Students will work in heterogeneous groups based on learning processing inventory, 
which will continue throughout the course.  Students will work independently with time 
to process and then move into established learning teams. 

● The students read summer reading selections, which lightly touch on the themes 
in Unit 1. Students will review and reflect on the rhetorical tactics to enhance 
their introductory essays from September summer reading. 



 

 

● The students will have warm-up, transitional, and concluding activities such as 
NYT crossword puzzles, soundbites from a variety of media sources, visual art, 
quotes, open-ended questions, polls, and sentence diagramming. 

● All students will have access to their textbook, Haiku Learning/Google Drive, 
supplemental materials via in class and online (pdfs). 

● Students will have time to process independently complex subjects and ideas 
before working in groups to revise or challenge their thinking: creating a thesis, 
antithesis, and synthesis dynamic for their ideas. 

● Students will be evaluated through a myriad of rubrics provided by the College 
Board as well as through formative assessments listed above.  

● Students will take a learning processing inventory, which will tailor 
heterogeneous groupings for group discussions and team quizzes.  

● The classroom schedule will be essential to maximize organization and 
engagement. Students will also have access to EdPuzzle, Haiku Learning, and 
Google Drive for out-of-class support and enrichment. 

  



 

 

  Burlington County Institute of Technology 
Curriculum Planning Document 

with Guiding Questions 
 

Course Title:  AP Language and Composition 
Unit Title:  Education, 
Community, & Economy 

Unit Number:  2 

Curriculum Writers:  Bridget Burlage, Rachel 
Fessenbecker 

Desired Outcomes 
Standards: 
RI.11-12.1. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text, including determining 
where the text leaves matters uncertain.  
RI.11-12.5 Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author uses in 
his or her exposition or argument, including whether the structure makes points clear, 
convincing, and engaging. 
RI.11-12.7 Integrate and evaluate multiple sources of information presented in 
different media or formats (e.g., visually, quantitatively) as well as in words in order 
to address a question or solve a problem. 
W.11-12.1 Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive topics or 
texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient evidence. 
W.11-12.1.A  Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the significance of 
the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate or opposing claims, and create an 
organization that logically sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence.  
W.11-12.1.B  Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, supplying the 
most relevant evidence for each while pointing out the strengths and limitations of 
both in a manner that anticipates the audience’s knowledge level, concerns, values, 
and possible biases. 
Established Goals: 
Closed Reading 
Argumentative Essay 
Logical Fallacies 
Analyzing Arguments 
Synthesizing Sources 
Annotating Text 
Online Component 
Practice Tests/Essays (timed) 



 

 

Reader Response Journal 
Self-directed Reading 
Grammar and Vocabulary 
Enduring Understandings: 
Students will understand that… 

● What are the big ideas?  
Synthesizing sources, evaluating 
sources, understanding argument, 
writing argument using rhetorical 
using sources to appeal to readers 
/audiences, logical fallacies. 

●  What specific understandings 
about them are desired? To 
evaluate a variety of sources 
whilst using appropriate rhetorical 
appeals to argue student claim. 

● What misunderstandings are 
predictable? Greek appeals, 
classical argument vs. Toulmin 
argument, choosing credible 
sources, utilizing sources correctly 
in writing (MLA 
FORMAT)techniques, types of 
evidential support 

Essential Questions: 
● What is argument? 
● How do authors use rhetorical 

devices to examine social issues 
and politics and to communicate 
their points of view? 

● How does a reader analyze a 
writer’s techniques and rhetorical 
choices to understand how the 
writer is conveying a complexity 
of meaning? 

● How can written techniques 
(anecdote, rhetorical questions, 
explanation, example) be used to 
convey information effectively to 
readers?  

● How do we actively engage with a 
text, and what are the benefits of 
active reading?  

Student objectives (outcomes): 
● What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? 

TSWBA to acquire key knowledge and skills of the elements of argument such 
as fallacies and appeals, demonstrate how to judge and recognize credible 
sources for arguments, independent reading skills and annotation.   

● What should they eventually be able to do as a result of such knowledge and 
skill? TSWBA to synthesize credible sources that support their claims and 
appeal to the reader, use rhetorical argument for prose analysis, constructing 
resources (i.e. vocabulary and complex texts) for future access in critical 
writing and reading. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Task(s): 

● Through what authentic 
performance task(s) will students 
demonstrate the desired 

Other Evidence: 
● Through what other evidence will 

students demonstrate 
achievement of the desired 



 

 

understandings? Argumentative 
essay, reader response journals, 
self-guided readings, closed 
readings in Language of 
Composition including 
conversational texts that cover a 
variety of visual examples.  

● By what criteria will 
“performances of understanding” 
be judged? AP Scoring Guide(s) for 
Essay Writing, reader response 
journals, self-directed reading 
reports 

results?  
● Formative Assessment: 

Discussions, group work, online 
component, warm-ups, exit 
tickets, practice test in reading 
and writing. 

● Summative Assessment: Quizzes, 
Argumentative Essay, Rhetorical 
Analysis Reaction Paper  

Learning Plan 
Learning Activities: 
Warm Ups:  crossword puzzles, reading quizzes, vocabulary/terms quizzes, grammar 
quizzes, journal response to quote, respond to visual text (art museum) 
Daily activities:  close readings, analysis of text, transparency jigsaw, 
discussions/audio responses, think-pair-square-share, evaluation of sources/types 
Transitions:  multimedia analysis/discussion (video clips), sentence diagramming,  
Summarizers: exit tickets, pop quizzes, oral assessment 
Homework:  Vocabulary; Grammar; Rhetorical Elements, Literary Terms, Style terms  
2x500 Word Readings per Week - keep and use throughout semester as sources  

g. Self-Select - must have clear author 
h. 35 Word Summary of the text 
i. Identify Author’s Purpose - Why? 
j. Identify Audience 
k. Identify the Context - Why now? 
l. Evidence/Tools - How did the author get the message across? 

(Opinions, evidence, narration, quotes, other devices?) 
 
Students will work in heterogeneous groups based on learning processing inventory, 
which will continue throughout the course.  Students will work independently with 
time to process and then move into established learning teams. 

● Students will have moved out of the analytical stage into the synthesizing 
sources. They will closely read and annotate texts as well as learn how to use 
imperative research sources such as EBSCOHost and GALE Virtual library to aid 



 

 

in synthesizing viewpoints on issues. Students will then apply appeals, 
reasoning, and argument styles to apply these skills into writing assignments. 

● Again, students will partake in warmups, transitional, and concluding activities 
to encourage independent and critical thinking. Students will use these 
activities to study rhetoric used in visuals, quotes, questions, and language. 

● Students will have access to all materials on classroom and online via 
Haikulearning. 

● Students will continue to work in LP teams to analyze texts and synthesize 
ideas for further study 

● Students will be evaluated in formative and summative assessments 
mentioned above. Students will also be assessed with practice AP multiple 
choice and essay prompts. 

● Students will work in their assigned LC teams and will have access to instructor 
during classroom instruction to meet needs.  

● The classroom schedule will be essential to maximize organization and 
engagement. Students will also have access to EdPuzzle, Haiku Learning, and 
Google Drive for out-of-class support and enrichment. 

 
 
  



 

 

  Burlington County Institute of Technology 
Curriculum Planning Document 

with Guiding Questions 
 

Course Title:  AP Language and Composition 
Unit Title:  Sports, Gender, 
& Pop Culture 

Unit Number:  3 

Curriculum Writers: Bridget Burlage, Rachel 
Fessenbecker 

Desired Outcomes 
Standards: 
W.11-12.2  Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex 
ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately through the effective 
selection, organization, and analysis of content. 
W.11-12.2A  Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information so 
that each new element builds on that which precedes it to create a unified whole; 
include formatting, graphics, and multimedia when useful to aiding comprehension. 
W.11-12.2B  Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and 
relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other 
information and examples appropriate to the audience's knowledge of the topic. 
W11-12.2C  Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 
sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships among complex 
ideas and concepts. 
W.11-12.2D  Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques such 
as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of the topic. 
W.11-12.2E  Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while attending 
to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which they are writing. 
W.11-12.2F  Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 
supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., articulating implications or 
the significance of the topic). 
 
Established Goals: 
Expository Writing 
Grammar and Vocabulary as Rhetorical Style 
Reader Response Journals 
Online Component 
Self-Directed Reading 
Closed Reading 



 

 

Annotation 
Visual Arguments 
Analyzing Arguments 
Synthesize Sources 
Practice Tests/Essays 

Understanding (s) 
Students will understand that: 

● What are the big ideas?  
Discerning different types of 
writing (e.g. expository, narrative, 
analysis, synthesis), time 
management for research, 
analysis, class assignments, 
classifying evidence and 
connecting it to current and 
historical issues 

●  What specific understandings 
about them are desired? Compare 
and contrast different rhetorical 
writing styles, writer’s purposes, 
and the structure of arguments 

● What misunderstandings are 
predictable? Structure and 
purpose can be subjective based 
on personal experience, without 
sufficient prior knowledge. 

Essential Question(s): 
 

● To what extent does pop culture 
reflect our society’s values? 

● How do the values of sports affect 
the way we see ourselves? 

● What is the impact of the gender 
roles that society creates and 
enforces? 

● Are narrative stories “gendered”? 
Does the gender of an author 
matter in character development, 
plot, or theme? 

● How do visual features of an 
informational text (i.e., charts, 
graphs, infographics, illustrations, 
section breaks and headings) 
influence the reader’s 
engagement with the text? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 
● What key knowledge and skills will students acquire as a result of this unit? 

TSWBA to acquire key knowledge and skills such as analytical/higher level 
thinking skills, 21st century skills, research and collaboration skills, problem-
solving skills.  

● TSWBA show mastery through expository writing prompts based on gender, 
pop culture, and sports topics, and be able to argue rhetorical analysis with 
specific texts. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Task(s): 

● Through what authentic 
performance task(s) will students 
demonstrate the desired 

Other Evidence: 
● Through what other evidence will 

students demonstrate 
achievement of the desired 



 

 

understandings? Expository essay, 
annotations, research and 
analysis, synthesizing sources,  
reader response journals, self-
guided readings, closed readings 
in Language of Composition. 

● By what criteria will 
“performances of understanding” 
be judged? AP Scoring Guide(s) for 
Essay Writing, reader response 
journals, self-directed reading 
reports 

results?  
● Formative Assessment: 

Discussions, group work, online 
component, warm-ups, exit 
tickets, practice test in reading 
and writing. 

● Summative Assessment: Quizzes, 
Expository Essay, Rhetorical 
Analysis Reaction Paper  

Learning Plan 
Learning Activities: 
Warm Ups:  crossword puzzles, reading quizzes, vocabulary/terms quizzes, grammar 
quizzes, journal response to quote, respond to visual text (art museum) 
Daily activities:  close readings, analysis of text, transparency jigsaw, 
discussions/audio responses, think-pair-square-share, evaluation of sources/types 
Transitions:  multimedia analysis/discussion (video clips), sentence diagramming,  
Summarizers: exit tickets, pop quizzes, oral assessment 
Homework:  Vocabulary; Grammar; Rhetorical Elements, Literary Terms, Style terms  
2x500 Word Readings per Week - keep and use throughout semester as sources  

m. Self-Select - must have clear author 
n. 35 Word Summary of the text 
o. Identify Author’s Purpose - Why? 
p. Identify Audience 
q. Identify the Context - Why now? 
r. Evidence/Tools - How did the author get the message across? 

(Opinions, evidence, narration, quotes, other devices?) 
 
Students will work in heterogeneous groups based on learning processing inventory, 
which will continue throughout the course.  Students will work independently with 
time to process and then move into established learning teams. 

● Students will begin studying the different types of rhetorical styles through a 
plethora of writers. Letters, short stories, poems, dramas, and prose will be 
used to show how structure and style influence the audiences through ethos, 
pathos, and logos. They will closely read and annotate texts as well as learn 



 

 

how to use imperative research sources such as EBSCOHost and GALE Virtual 
library to aid in synthesizing viewpoints on issues. Students will then apply 
appeals, reasoning, and argument styles to apply these skills into writing 
assignments. 

● Students will partake in warmups, transitional, and concluding activities to 
encourage independent and critical thinking. Students will use these activities 
to study rhetoric used in visuals, quotes, questions, and language. Students 
will connect current events to past events, and write viewpoints using 
rhetorical techniques. 

● Students will have access to all materials on classroom and online via 
Haikulearning. 

● Students will continue to work in LP teams to analyze texts and synthesize 
ideas for further study. 

● Students will be evaluated in formative and summative assessments 
mentioned above. Students will also be assessed with practice AP multiple 
choice and essay prompts. 

● Students will work in their assigned LC teams and will have access to instructor 
during classroom instruction to meet needs.  

● The classroom schedule will be essential to maximize organization and 
engagement. Students will also have access to EdPuzzle, Haiku Learning, and 
Google Drive for out-of-class support and enrichment. 

  



 

 

  Burlington County Institute of Technology 
Curriculum Planning Document 

with Guiding Questions 
 

Course Title:  AP Language and Composition 
Unit Title: Politics & 
Environment 

Unit Number:  4 

Curriculum Writers:  Bridget Burlage, Rachel 
Fessenbecker 

Desired Outcomes 
Standards: 
SL.11-12.1  Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions 
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade level topics, 
texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
SL.11-12.1A  Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material 
under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by referring to evidence from texts 
and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned 
exchange of ideas. 
SL.11-12.1B  Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and decision-
making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish individual roles as needed. 
SL.11-12.1C  Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that probe 
reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of positions on a topic or 
issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and conclusions; and promote divergent and 
creative perspectives. 
SL.11-12.1D  Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize comments, 
claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; resolve contradictions when 
possible; and determine what additional information or research is required to 
deepen the investigation or complete the task. 
SL.11-12.2  Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse formats 
and media in order to make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 
credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any discrepancies among the data. 
SL.11-12.3  Evaluate a speaker’s point of view, reasoning, and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, assessing the stance, premises, links among ideas, word choice, points of 
emphasis and tone used. 
Established Goals: 
Analytical Paper 
Practice Tests/Writing 



 

 

Reader Response Journals 
Online Component 
Closed Reading 
Analyzing Text 
Self-Directed Reading 
Annotation 
Visual Rhetoric 
Synthesizing Essays 

Understanding (s) 
Students will understand that: 

● What are the big ideas? 
generating different types of 
writing (e.g. expository, narrative, 
analysis, synthesis), time 
management for research, 
analysis, class assignments, 
classifying evidence and 
connecting it to current events. 

●  What specific understandings 
about them are desired?  Apply 
different rhetorical writing styles, 
writer’s purposes, and the 
structure of arguments 

● What misunderstandings are 
predictable? Incohesive essay 
structure, weak claims and 
supports, faulty parallelism, logical 
fallacies. 

Essential Question(s): 
● What provocative questions will 

foster inquiry, understanding, and 
transfer the learning?  

● What is our responsibility to the 
natural environment? 

● Are nature and humankind 
necessarily in conflict? 

● What is the relationship between 
the citizen and the state? 

● What is the relationship between 
the individual and the 
community? 

● What is the nature of patriotism in 
a democracy? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 
● TSWBA to acquire key knowledge and skills such as generating essays to justify 

viewpoints and critiques, 21st century skills, research and collaboration skills, 
problem-solving skills.    

● TSWBA to do analytical writing that relates to relevant issues in students lives, 
interpreting rhetorical tactics in closed readings, designing essays to explain 
and argue claims strongly, and to build confidence in student test preparation 
for AP Exam. 

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Task(s): 

● Through what authentic 
performance task(s) will students 

Other Evidence: 
● Through what other evidence will 

students demonstrate 



 

 

demonstrate the desired 
understandings? Analytical essay, 
annotations, research and 
analysis, synthesizing sources,  
reader response journals, self-
guided readings, closed readings 
in Language of Composition. 

● By what criteria will 
“performances of understanding” 
be judged? AP Scoring Guide(s) for 
Essay Writing, reader response 
journals, self-directed reading 
reports 

achievement of the desired 
results?  

● Formative Assessment: 
Discussions: (socratic seminar, 
debate, debriefing, fish bowl, 
etc.), group work (jigsaw), online 
forums, warm-ups, exit tickets, 
practice test in reading and 
writing. 

● Summative Assessment: Quizzes, 
Analytical Paper, Rhetorical 
Analysis Reaction Paper  

Learning Plan 
Learning Activities: 
Warm Ups:  crossword puzzles, reading quizzes, vocabulary/terms quizzes, grammar 
quizzes, journal response to quote, respond to visual text (art museum) 
Daily activities:  close readings, analysis of text, transparency jigsaw, 
discussions/audio responses, think-pair-square-share, evaluation of sources/types 
Transitions:  multimedia analysis/discussion (video clips), sentence diagramming,  
Summarizers: exit tickets, pop quizzes, oral assessment 
Homework:  Vocabulary; Grammar; Rhetorical Elements, Literary Terms, Style terms  
2x500 Word Readings per Week - keep and use throughout semester as sources  

s. Self-Select - must have clear author 
t. 35 Word Summary of the text 
u. Identify Author’s Purpose - Why? 
v. Identify Audience 
w. Identify the Context - Why now? 
x. Evidence/Tools - How did the author get the message across? 

(Opinions, evidence, narration, quotes, other devices?) 
 
Students will work in heterogeneous groups based on learning processing inventory, 
which will continue throughout the course.  Students will work independently with 
time to process and then move into established learning teams. 

● Students will write analytical with their own synthesized sources. Students will 
now feel comfortable in closed readings and analysis, and will be able to apply 
these skills to their own papers. Students will then apply appeals, reasoning, 



 

 

and argument styles to apply these skills into writing assignments. Students 
will also have more practice prompts and multiple choice tests for AP exam 

● Students will partake in warmups, transitional, and concluding activities to 
encourage independent and critical thinking. Students will use these activities 
to study rhetoric used in visuals, quotes, questions, and language. Students 
will connect current events to past events, and write viewpoints using 
rhetorical techniques. 

● Students will have access to all materials on classroom and online via 
Haikulearning. Students will receive copies of practice materials from 
instructors. 

● Students will continue to work in LP teams to analyze texts and synthesize 
ideas for further study. Students will use peer revision and editing to improve 
feedback. Students will conference with instructor for informative feedback in 
writing.  

● Students will be evaluated in formative and summative assessments 
mentioned above. Students will also be assessed with practice AP multiple 
choice and essay prompts. 

● Students will work in their assigned LC teams and will have access to instructor 
during classroom instruction to meet needs.  

● The classroom schedule will be essential to maximize organization and 
engagement. Students will also have access to EdPuzzle, Haiku Learning, and 
Google Drive for out-of-class support and enrichment. 

 
  



 

 

 
Course Title:  AP Language and Composition 
Unit Title: Research Paper 
& Synthesizing 

Unit Number:  5 

Curriculum Writers:  Bridget Burlage, Rachel 
Fessenbecker 

Desired Outcomes 
Standards: 
W.11-12.4  Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development, 
organization, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.11-12.5  Develop and strengthen writing as needed by planning, revising, editing, 
rewriting, or trying a new approach, focusing on addressing what is most significant 
for a specific purpose and audience. 
W.11-12.6  Use technology, including the Internet, to produce, publish, and update 
individual or shared writing products in response to ongoing feedback, including new 
arguments or information. 
W.11-12.7  Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a 
question (including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden 
the inquiry when appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, 
demonstrating understanding of the subject under investigation. 
W.11-12.8  Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital 
sources, using advanced searches effectively, assess the strengths and limitations of 
each source in terms of the task, purpose, and audience; integrate information into 
the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas avoiding plagiarism and overreliance 
on any one source and following a standard format for citation. 
Established Goals: 
Analytical Paper 
Practice Tests/Writing 
Reader Response Journals 
Online Component 
Closed Reading 
Analyzing Text 
Self-Directed Reading 
Annotation 
Visual Rhetoric 
Synthesizing Essays 

Understanding (s) 
Students will understand that: 

Essential Question(s): 
● What provocative questions will 



 

 

● What are the big ideas?  Research 
and analysis, rhetorical analysis, 
synthesizing sources, synthesis 
essay, test review and 
preparation. 

●  What specific understandings 
about them are desired? Final 
research paper has a self-
generated question. 

● What misunderstandings are 
predictable? Plagiarism, online 
forum for learning, 
cheating/Honor Code, technical 
support 

foster inquiry, understanding, and 
transfer the learning?  

● How do we honor our models but 
create independent, original 
work? 

● How do we develop our own 
written voice and style? 

Student objectives (outcomes): 
● TSWBA to acquire key knowledge and skills such as designing and developing 

integrated online components for research and analysis, student-generated 
material and questions, independent learning and reading, and discover 
credible sources through scholastic/academic resources. 

● TSWBA to theorize and argue their claim in a synthesis paper, and to create a 
clear and concise argument by utilizing the skills learned from this course.  

Assessment Evidence 
Performance Task(s): 

● Through what authentic 
performance task(s) will students 
demonstrate the desired 
understandings? Synthesizing 
research paper, online quizzes, 
online discussion/forum.  

● By what criteria will 
“performances of understanding” 
be judged? Scoring Guide(s) for 
Essay Writing, reader response 
journals, self-directed reading 
reports 

Other Evidence: 
● Through what other evidence will 

students demonstrate 
achievement of the desired 
results?  

● Formative Assessment: Online 
forums, discussions, tests, 
wikiprojects, presentations, 
assignments; practice test in 
reading and writing. 

● Summative Assessment: Online 
quizzes, synthesis paper (research) 

Learning Plan 
Learning Activities: 



 

 

Warm Ups:  crossword puzzles, reading quizzes, vocabulary/terms quizzes, grammar 
quizzes, journal response to quote, respond to visual text (art museum) 
Daily activities:  close readings, analysis of text, transparency jigsaw, 
discussions/audio responses, think-pair-square-share, evaluation of sources/types 
Transitions:  multimedia analysis/discussion (video clips), sentence diagramming,  
Summarizers: exit tickets, pop quizzes, oral assessment 
Homework:  Vocabulary; Grammar; Rhetorical Elements, Literary Terms, Style terms  
2x500 Word Readings per Week - keep and use throughout semester as sources  

y. Self-Select - must have clear author 
z. 35 Word Summary of the text 
aa. Identify Author’s Purpose - Why? 
bb. Identify Audience 
cc. Identify the Context - Why now? 
dd. Evidence/Tools - How did the author get the message across? 

(Opinions, evidence, narration, quotes, other devices?) 
 
Students will work in heterogeneous groups based on learning processing inventory, 
which will continue throughout the course.  Students will work independently with 
time to process and then move into established learning teams. 

● This unit is the final stage before the AP Exam. Students must apply and 
demonstrate their knowledge of rhetoric through a synthesis paper. They 
must gather appropriate and credible materials, and cohesively design their 
essays using rhetorical tactics. 

● This portion of the unit is ONLINE, which will incorporate blended learning 
using the Haiku Learning Online Platform. Students have been using the online 
component already, and will easily access the coursework. Students will meet 
for scheduled online discussions/conferences with peers and instructor. 

● Students will have coursework online, which will enable them to work at their 
own pace and ability. Students can contact instructor through email, or during 
school hours. 

● Unit 5 works as an independent study. Students will be able to conference 
with instructor through online component for feedback. Students are also 
encouraged to seek learning processing team members in the class for 
feedback. Students may also schedule an appointment with instructor for 
critical feedback. 

● Students will use the AP Writing Scoring Rubrics for their essays and projects. 
Students should be familiar with these rubrics since they have been used 
throughout the course. 



 

 

● Students will be able to work at their own skill level and pace. 
● All materials, resources, and assignment drop-off will be utilized in an online 

platform component that encourages maximum engagement. 

 


